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done except by khaddar. Civil disobedience was an impossibility without
khaddar. The charkha was necessary to drive poverty out of the country.
His movement was for self-purification. He would never say anything which
he did not do himself,1

I have been just now asked to say a few words in English. I
know the Bengali infatuation for English. You have heard
every word I said translated fairly accurately in Bengali, your
mother tongue. I can't imagine I can drive truth home with
greater force, or in clearer words, through the medium of a lan-
guage which is as foreign to you as it is to me. However, I have
to do my work and if I convert a few people to the cult of
khaddar or convince, if they are not already convinced, a few of
them to the truths of non-violence through the medium of the
English language, I should do so. And therefore, if I take up your
time just now by speaking in English, it is merely to flatter those
who want me to speak in English, so that, perchance, if they have
not yet seen the very simple truth that I have been speaking to
the masses of India, they might be able to see it.

One of my co-workers said some years ago, writing in connec-
tion with the spinning-wheel, that its very simplicity frightened
the educated classes. He said, and he said it with great truth in
it, that because of its simplicity the educated Indians fail to
understand its beauty and grand meaning. Simple as the spinning-
wheel is, I am absolutely convinced, after years of continuous,
deep and powerful thinking, that there is nothing before India
so efficacious for her many ills as the spinning-wheel and khaddar.

The problems of our dear country are so vast, so complex
that nothing but a very simple remedy will solve the riddle. The
complex character of the education and the training that we have
received has confounded our thoughts, paralysed our brains
and, unless we have something presented to us in an inexplicable
manner, we refuse to see the truth that lies in it.

But if you tax your brains or, better still, if you retire
into your private rooms to bend your knee before God and ask
Him to guide you, He will guide your hand and put it un-
erringly on the spinning-wheeL We have spoken, we have deli-
vered speeches, we have written in newspapers, we have published
books, we have even made researches. But the age of speaking,
the age of writing, the age of delivering oration is gone, never

1 This paragraph is from a report in The Hindu, 13-5-1925. What
follows is a report of Gandhiji's speech in English extracted from Amrita Bazar
Patrika, 15-5-1925.